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WHY PRAY FOR EVANGELIATION?

=

he first and best reason to pray for
evangelisation is that Jesus instructed us to
do so.

When his own human heart was "moved with pity" at
the sight of great crowds exhausted and ready to
stray "like sheep without a shepherd," Jesus called
upon us to "beg the harvest master to send out
labourers to gather his harvest" (Mt. 9:36,38).

And as always, he himself does in a superlative way
exactly what he commands us to do.

At the Last Supper we hear him expressing this
evangelistic prayer:
"(Father], | have made your name known to
those you gave me out of the world... |
entrusted to them the message you entrusted
to me,... As you have sent me into the world,
so | have sent them into the world;... | do - .
not pray for them alone. | pray also for
those who will believe in me through their *
word,... | pray that they may be one in us,
that the world may believe that you sent
me’ (Jn. 17.6-21).

St Paul, the great imitator of Jesus Christ (cf. I.

Cor. 11:1), imitates him in this also: #
"Pray for me that God might put his §
words on my lips, that | may
courageously make known the
mystery of the gospel... Pray that | 3
may have courage to proclaim it as |\
ought" (Eph. 6:19-20).
"...pray for us that the word of the Lord may
make progress and be hailed by many
others” (2 Thes. 3:1; cf. Col. 4:4).

When the first Christians were confronted with

persecution and prayed for courage to evangelise, their

prayer was answered in an extraordinary way:
"All raised their voices in prayer to God.:...
'‘Sovereign Lord, who made heaven and earth
and sea and all that is in them... look at the
threats they are leveling against us. Grant to
your servants, even as they speak your words,
complete assurance by stretching forth your
hand in cures and signs and wonders to be
worked in the name of Jesus, your holy
Servant.'"
"The place where they were gathered shook
as they prayed. They were filled with the Holy

- >

Spirit and continued to speak God’s word with
confidence” (Acts 4:24-31).

Prayers like these, through their humble dependence on
God, brought divine power to the evangelistic efforts of
Francis Xavier in Asia, Isaac Jocques in North America
and all of the other great missionaries of the past.

And prayer continues to be the force behind the success
of extraordinary modern evangelists, such as Pope John
Paul Il and Mother Teresa of Calcutta.

Without prayer, evangelisation can become no more than
the efforts of men doing what they can for each other.
But evangelists are meant to be instruments of what
God can do, as he transforms us into a "new
humanity" (Evangelii Nuntiandi, No. 18).

- Prayer goes with evangelisation the way petrol
7~ goes with a car, and air with breathing. There is no
movement and no life without it.

Evangelisation does not stop with prayer. But all
_evangelisation begins with, and totally depends
upon it.

The Jewish people prayed, and the Messiah
-was sent.

Jesus prayed as he travelled through Galilee,
Judea and Samaria, and as he selected and sent
out his disciples.

- The disciples prayed and had others pray for
" them as they left their simple backgrounds to win
the world for Christ. Now it is our turn to pray!

And our prayers must be constant and
determined. On them depends salvation for
countless men, women and children who have not
yet received the strength, encouragement and
guiding light of the Good News.

To evangelise means, among other things, "to preach
and teach, to channel gifts of grace, to reconcile
sinners with God and perpetuate Christ's sacrifice in
the Mass as memorial of his death and glorious
resurrection" (Evangelii Nuntiandi, No. 14).

That's worth praying for!

We ask God for His grace as the means of helping
each of us to pray well.

Taken from the Booklet “Praying for a New
Evangelisation” A presentation of Evangelisation 2000
by Fr Tom Forrest in 1988 and reprinted by Lumen
2000 in Singapore.
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THE EMINARY

OF THEFUTURE

he premise for a conference between church

leader Bill Hybels from Willow Creek in
Chicago and Seminary professors in America, was
that: “In recent years it seems that a gap has
developed between the local church and those
responsible for educating people for ministry.
We want to look at some questions regarding
whether these negative attitudes are pushing the
two entities apart somewhat. This issue is
important to every leader in every parish.”

At this conference, prepared questions were
answered by Bill Hybels, who had been calling for
all those engaged in raising up the next generation
of leaders, and communicators in the church, to
partner one another more comprehensively in that
work. Some of those questions and answers are
presented here as food for thought and maybe for
fruitful debate for the Catholic Church here in New
Zealand and beyond.

(Q): Bill, you have a lot of energy around the need
for a partnership between parish churches and the

seminaries that train their ministers. Why do _ g

you see this as an important issue for the 4fx
average church Pastor and other church
leaders striving to build prevailing /¢

churches. | Mg
(A): Well, because when you’re S

building prevailing parishes, you're {/F &
engaged in a battle you can’t afford to 5
lose. If the Kingdom is going to & @
advance, it's going to take all of our

energies, a Spirit team, expertise from every

corner of the Kingdom; it's going to take all 7

of people at all kinds of different training levels and
backgrounds, to win the spiritual battle for the hearts
and souls of people. I've said many times that the
local church is the hope of the world, but it is not the
only organisation that’s trying to move the Kingdom
ball up the field. And, whether or not we are
comfortable saying this, seminaries still train the
people who wind up being responsible for local
churches. And so, for churches and seminaries to
be bifurcated, for them to be on different pages of
the play-book, to me seems counter-productive.
Somehow, we need to move average churches, and
seminary professors and administrators closer
together — to find out who needs what from one
another. The question is how best we can
complement one another’s challenges and activities.

was recently able to spend time in enjoyable

dialogue with college presidents and professors.
We in Willow Creek have decided we want to be on
the solution side of this ongoing “conflict” between
Churches and seminaries. It's time we just talked
with one another, instead of arguing from a
distance. Let’s find out ways in which we can co-
operate, can build on what each other contributes to
the Kingdom, rather than shooting each other down.
In that time together, we reached a level, surprising
to me, of honest sharing of how people feel about

orientation.

the divisions that sometimes occur between
churches and seminaries. We talked quite openly
about some unmet expectations, and some dreams
that have not been realised; and | felt we’'d built
some bridges of trust for future conversations.

Let’s listen in to a question or two from that dialogue:

(Q): How has Theological Training positively
influenced the ministry to which God has called you,
Bill? And what value does it hold for parish leaders
today?

(A): The single greatest influence in my life was
from my Theological Professor. | didn’t get my vision
or my understanding of a biblically functioning
community from a Pastor. | never knew, in my
growing up years, a church that lived out the Acts 2
vision; and | didn’t know a Pastor who had a fresh
understanding of a local church in ways that would
really challenge my thinking. And it was in higher
Christian education from a Theological professor that
my whole calling was catalysed. So | have to say
that my Theological Training did change my life.

. (Q): You are able to take these theological
Q. truths and really drive them home for a
~\ transformation in the local Church.
~\) That's one of the gifts you have. How

il was that ability developed in you, and
what is the challenge for Colleges and
i/ Seminaries in how they teach
Theology?

(A): | think my deal happened quite
¢ unusually, because | came out of a
business world, and had a kind of leader’s

When | got the theology, | could
translate that into practical activity. | could make the
adjustment from what | was learning in the

classroom into what would work in a local church.
Where | think some of today’s challenges are, is that
if you present the concepts of truth only in a
Theological context, and don’t challenge the
application or the living of them out, there are going
to be many people who, on their own, aren’t able to
do that translating. That's why we have a lot of very
bright people walking around, who don’t get
churches anywhere near their redemptive potential.
It’s not a learning problem so much as a
translation of the learning into practical activity
that will help a Church evolve.

he reason why the relationship between my

theology professor and me was so catalytic,
was that | never even asked him how to make this
stuff work in a church. He never pretended to know
or be interested in that side of things. So he wasn’t
the one for questions about the nuts and bolts of
things; but to listen to him speak for three hours
on the ‘Concept of Community’ — that would
change your life! So we always used what he
could uniquely give; and then we had to have
other people translate it into practical activity.
There are people really gifted in understanding







